What is the value of autologous bone marrow transplantation in the treatment of relapsed or resistant Hodgkin's disease?
The treatment of Hodgkin's disease after relapse from chemotherapy or when resistant to chemotherapy rarely results in cure. For this reason high dose therapy and autologous bone marrow transplantation (ABMT) have been explored in an attempt to overcome drug resistance by drug escalation. The results of studies published to date are encouraging but the procedure is not without significant morbidity and mortality. The answer as to whether high dose therapy and ABMT represent an improvement over conventional salvage therapy will have to await the results of randomized trials. It remains possible that the encouraging results achieved so far have been achieved by inadvertent patient selection.